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LIGNOCERIC ACID AND OTHER COMPOUNDS OF SCHZNUS  MOLLE*
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Plant. Schinus molle L. ‘pirul’.
Uses. The fruits, gum exudates and the leaves are used with medical purposes.’
Previous work. On the essential oil 24 and tannins4 and sister specie.5
Plant material. Twigs and leaves collected in Monterrey, N.L. were extracted succes-

sively with petrol, Et,0 and EtOH; chromatographed on silica gel.
Light pettYIleUm.  Lignoceric acid, Cz4H4sG2,  m.p. 81-82”,  IR, NMR, mixed m.p.

CO TLC. New compound: CzsH4eO2.  (Found: C, 81.75;  H, 11.07; 0, 7.28;  Calc. C,
81.63; H, 10.87 0, 7.50x.)  Mol. wt. M+ 426; m.p. 190-192”, [u&,  IR + 29.6” (CHl).
Important IR peaks: 3660, 3580 (m), 2900 (s), 2840 (m), 1620 (w), 1450 (m), 1435 (n),
1360, 1080, 870 cm-’ LB color red, green, blue, to black, TNM test positive. UV AE:i
212 nm (c-1430). Acetate: m.p. 214215”,  [& +44-O (CHl). Important IR peaks;
3420 (m), 2900-2830 (s), 1740 (s), 1620 (w), 1455 (m), 1435 (m), 1370(m), 1360(m), 1225(s),
1045(m), 880 cm-‘. j&Sitosterol:  eluted by benzene-CHCl,;  C2sH5,0  (m.p., mixed m.p.,
137-139”, [c& -38” (CHl), coTLC  and superimposable IR spectra of alcohol and acetate.
EtOH-quercetrin (m.p., mixed m.p. ; IR, UV, coTLC). Reactions for alkaloids were
negative.
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A NUMBER of interesting indole alkaloids have been isolated from the root bark of the
Southeast Asian woody shrub, Melodinus australis  Maider and Betche.l  In our hands a
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